
Talking Points 
Blackstone River Valley Heritage Corridor 

 
 
 
 
10:30  Slater Mill Historic Site, Pawktucket, RI 

 
Welcome  

Robert Billington, Chairman, Blackstone River Heritage Corridor Commission 
Art Norwalk, President, Old Slater Mill Association 
Harvey Goulet, Jr, Director of Administration, City of Pawtucket 
Charles Hawkins, representing Senator Lincoln Chafee   

Community Voices: 
Ted Sanderson, SHPO for RI and President National Association of SHPOs 
Richard C. Davis, Executive Director, Pawtucket Foundation  
Robert A. Scappini, State of Rhode Island winner for the “Preserve America National 
American History Teacher of the Year”  
 

Presentation of Preserve America Award 
Lynn Scarlett, Assistant Secretary of the Interior 

 
Recipients: Announced by Michael Creasey 

City of Pawtucket 
City of Central Falls 
City of East Providence 
City of Providence 

 
 

11:15  Tour of Slater Mill Historic Site 
 

11:30   Depart Pawtucket, Rhode Island for Woonsocket  



First Stop 
Pawtuckett, Rhode Island 

 
 
I’m so delighted to be here with you today in Pawtuckett to see first-hand such a 
distinct and, more importantly, unified working landscape. 
 
The Communities designated today exemplify the President’s vision of 
partnerships to protect historic, natural, and cultural resources. 
 
Your creative vision and your reputable partnerships have benefited so many 
visitors and in many cases, inspired them to be citizen-stewards like yourself. 
 
It is important to hold on to history as it gives shape to the present and offers 
insight for the future. 
 
While we can’t hold onto everything that is old, we can work to preserve what is 
the essential character of the past.  The President and Mrs. Bush have given us a 
new vehicle to do that with the Preserve America program. 
 
When President Bush signed the Executive Order on Preserve America, he wanted 
to ensure that everyone, especially our children, will continue to explore and learn 
from historic treasures in our communities. 
 
The National Park Service is leading the President’s charge by working with the 2 
states and a 19-member commission to establish a new model for partnerships 
between federal and state agencies and local communities.  
 
Heritage Tourism serves a dual purpose of bolstering economies while teaching 
Americans more about their shared past. 
 
The corridor embraces 46 miles of river and 20 towns in the two states. The goal of 
the corridor is to develop a park "system" which links the region's parks, historic 
sites, recreational facilities and other attractions in order to enhance the 
recreational use of the valley by residents and visitors alike. 
 
Pawtuckett, particularly the Slater Mill complex we’re about to see, is an excellent 
example of demonstrating how historic tools in a community can be used to teach 
the over 50,000 visitors how Pawktucket became “The Birthplace of the American 
Industrial Revolution.” 
 



The community of Central Falls, who is with us today, has roots that go back to the 
18th century and is a dynamic illustration of revitalization that has created housing 
and economic development while staying true to the city’s historic mills and 
industrial heritage. 
 
And, in East Providence, a National Historic Landmark, the Charles Looff 
Carousel, recently received a National Park Service Save America’s Treasures 
grant to assist in its continued preservation efforts.  While the town is largely 
suburban to Providence, who is also being designated today, it contains many 
historic properties true to the farming and manufacturing village it once was. 
 
On behalf of Mrs. Laura Bush, I’d like to extend my congratulations to the efforts 
of Pawtuckett, Central Falls, East Providence and Providence today. 
 
 
 



12:00  Woonsocket, Rhode Island  - “River Island Park” 
   
Host:  City of Woonsocket and Northern RI Chamber of Commerce 
 
Welcome  

Robert Billington, Chairman, Blackstone River Heritage Corridor Commission 
Owen Bebeau, Director of Administration, City of Woonsocket 
Charlie Hawkins for Senator Chafee 
Ted Sanderson, Exec Director, Rhode Island Historic Preservation and Heritage Office 

Community Voices: 
John Gregory, President Northern RI Chamber of Commerce  
Michael Ferry, Blackstone Rivers Project  

  
Presentation of Preserve America Award 

Lynn Scarlett, Assistant Secretary of the Interior 
 
Recipients: 

City of Woonsocket: Owen Bebeau, Director of Administration 
Town of Burrillville 
Town of Glocester 
Town of Lincoln:  Sue Sheppard, Town Administrator 
Town of North Smithfield: Linda Thibault, Town Administrator 
Town of Smithfield:  Amrita Hill, Director of Planning 
Town of Millville:  Margaret Carroll, Historical Commission 

 
Blackstone Rivers Project – “Fish Release” into the Blackstone River 
 
1:00  Depart Woonsocket for Sutton, MA 
 
 



Second Stop 
Woonsocket, Rhode Island 

 
It is exciting and hopeful to me that there is resurgence among citizens to establish 
what is unique about their home communities. 
 
The Communities designated today exemplify the President’s vision of 
partnerships to protect historic, natural, and cultural resources. 
 
The Department of the Interior takes our historic preservation work very seriously.  
One of the most effective tools for preserving America is through the partnerships 
we have forged with communities and local citizen organizations.  
 
Such cooperative efforts allow us to achieve preservation milestones in project 
after project across this nation.    
 
It is a little known fact that historic preservation creates jobs.  In the past three 
years, nearly 3,000 historic buildings were preserved through Federal Historic 
Preservation Tax incentives.  These incentives triggered $7.5 billion in investment 
and created 120,000 jobs. 
    
Preserve America is our newest tool.  It comes with a $10 million budget under the 
President’s proposal for fiscal year 2005. 
 
In addition to $10 million proposed for Preserve America grants, the President’s 
2005 budget proposes increases of nearly $80 million ($78,744 million) for grant 
programs in the Department of the Interior that support cooperative conservation 
and historic and cultural preservation. These programs benefit citizen stewardship 
and community efforts to preserve and enjoy heritage areas. 
 
It’s invigorating to see how the city of Woonsocket has supported a number of 
preservation and tourism initiatives in recent years.  Woonsocket also takes its 
ethnic heritage very seriously which provides a unique flavor of the French 
Canadian immigrants who settled here during the industrial boom of the textile 
mills. 
 
The city of Lincoln caught my eye as being proactive in a unique form of what 
Secretary Norton calls “Cooperative Conservation” by purchasing and preserving 
open space at historic farmsteads, as wells as supporting numerous preservation 
projects throughout the town. 



 
Today, we are celebrating what communities have already achieved by showing 
that they are working to preserve their quality of life, and are using their historical 
assets as a building block for the future.  On behalf of Mrs. Laura Bush, I 
congratulate you on your efforts. 
 



Arrive in Sutton, MA – Currently celebrating their 300th anniversary 
 
1:30  Sutton Common 
  Host:  Sutton 300 Committee 
   
Welcome 

Robert Billington, Chairman, Blackstone River Heritage Corridor Commission 
Massachusetts State Senator Richard T. Moore, Vice-Chairman, John H. Chafee 
Blackstone River Valley National Heritage Corridor Commission 
Michael Frustaci, Chairman, Sutton Board of Selectman  

 Massachusetts  Legislators:  
George Peterson, Massachusetts State Representative  
Jennifer Callahan, Massachusetts State Representative 

 Michael Steinitz,, Massachusetts Historical Commission  
Community Voices 

Gary Vaillancourt, Co-Chair, Sutton 300th Committee 
Arthur Keown III, Owner, Keown Orchards,  
Julie Woods, Selectwoman, Town of Uxbridge  

 
Heritage Tourism Partnership – Massachusetts Senator Richard T. Moore and Michael 
Creasey, Executive Director, John H. Chafee Blackstone River Valley National Heritage 
Corridor. 
 
Presentation of Preserve America Award 

Lynn Scarlett, Assistant Secretary of the Interior 
 

Recipients: 
Town of Blackstone: Kelly Gillis, Vice-Chair Historical Comm.  
Town of Douglas: Shirley Mosczinski, Chair, Board of Selectmen 
Town of Grafton 
Town of Hopedale 
Town of Mendon: Selectman Ken O’Brien 
Town of Millbury: Chief Handfield 
Town of Northbridge: Michael Coughlin, Town Manager and Joseph Montacalvo, Chair, 
Board of Selectman  
Town of Sutton: Pat Nedoroscik, Town Administrator 
Town of Upton: Selectwoman Joan E. Shanahan 
Town of Uxbridge 

 
2:30  Depart Sutton, to Worcester, MA 
 



Third Stop 
Sutton, Massachusetts 

 
First of all, I would like to pass on my good wishes to the city of Sutton in 
celebrating their tricentennial year.   
 
We know from our history that the Federal Government works best when it works 
in partnership with communities, counties, states, tribes, non-governmental 
organizations, the private sector, and individuals to unleash the creativity and 
innovation that exist everywhere in America.  
 
Preserve America forms the basis for increased attention to the role of Federal 
agencies in heritage tourism and local public-private partnerships in historic and 
cultural preservation.  
 
Strong public-private partnerships and active volunteer involvement have enabled 
Sutton to restore and interpret its heritage for public education and enjoyment. 
 
Every community has a story waiting to be told. What has become apparent in 
recent years is that history can be an economic engine. 
 
Spurred by federal preservation tax incentives, private groups pumped $3.2 billion 
into historic rehabilitation projects approved by the Interior Department last year. 
The cost to the Treasury was less than $520 million.  Each project created an 
average of 42 jobs, or more than 50,000 jobs nationally. 
 
Today, we are celebrating what communities have already achieved by showing 
that they are working to preserve their quality of life, and are using their historical 
assets as a building block for the future. 
 
Their unique and diverse stories are part of the larger chapter of American 
heritage, culture, and values. 
 
It is by visiting and experiencing these special places that we have an opportunity 
to touch the past, and can best understand how the past touches us. 
 
Preserve America is important to this Administration.  Citizen-stewards in these 
communities have focused on once-forgotten buildings and neighborhoods and 
established a foundation for history to come. 
 



When President Bush signed the Executive Order last year on Preserve America, 
he wanted to ensure that everyone, especially our children, will continue to explore 
and learn from historic treasures that lie in our communities. 
 
Our open spaces and landscapes also provide us with great opportunities for 
learning.  As I represent the Department of the Interior today, I am delighted to say 
that Preserve America will promote the conservation and enjoyment of our natural 
resources. 
 
Preserve America is a White House initiative, developed in cooperation with the 
Advisory Council for Historic Preservation, the Department of the Interior and the 
Department of Commerce, to preserve our national heritage. 
 
In introducing Preserve America last March, Mrs. Bush noted: “Our nation’s 
cultural and natural resources are important parts of our heritage.  Preserve 
America will promote historic and cultural preservation and encourage greater 
public appreciation of our national treasures.” 
 
President Bush's FY 2005 budget proposes $10 million in grants to assist 
communities in preserving their cultural and natural resources. These grants would 
support community efforts to demonstrate sustainable uses of their historic and 
cultural sites and the economic and educational opportunities related to heritage 
tourism. 
 
Today, we are celebrating what communities have already achieved by showing 
that they are working to preserve their quality of life, and are using their historical 
assets as a building block for the future.  On behalf of Mrs. Laura Bush, I 
congratulate you on your efforts. 
 



 
3:00   Worcester Historical Museum 

 
Host: Worcester Historical Museum 

 
Welcome  

Robert Billington, Chairman, Blackstone River Heritage Corridor Commission 
MA Senator Richard T. Moore, Vice-Chairman, John H. Chafee Blackstone River 
Valley National Heritage Corridor Commission 
Bill Wallace, Executive Director, Worcester Historical Museum 
Michael C. Perrotto, Worcester City Councilor  
Philip Niddrie, Chief Development Officer, Worcester 
Christopher Philbin representing Congressman McGovern 
John Fresolo, Massachusetts State Representative 
Michael Steinitz, Director of Survey and Planning, Massachusetts  
Donna McCabe, President, Worcester Convention and Visitors Bureau  

Community Voices: 
Donna McCabe, President, Worcester Convention and Visitors Bureau  
Bobby Largesse, Blackstone Canal Task Force 
Deborah Packard, Executive Director, Preservation Worcester  

 
Presentation of Preserve America Award 

Lynn Scarlett, Assistant Secretary of the Interior 
 

Recipients:   
City of Worcester: Councilor Michael C. Perrotto 
Town of Leicester:  Robert Reed, Town Administrator 

 
3:45 Tour of the Museum’s “Sutton 300th Tell Tale Treasures” Exhibit 
 (if time permits) 
 
4:00   Group departs Worcester  



Final Stop 
Worcester, MA 

 
 

The Communities designated today exemplify the President’s vision of 
partnerships to protect historic, natural, and cultural resources. 
 
Your creative vision and your reputable partnerships have benefited so many 
visitors and in many cases, inspired them to be citizen-stewards like yourself. 
 
It is important to hold on to history as it gives shape to the present and offers 
insight for the future. 
 
While we can’t hold onto everything that is old, we can work to preserve what is 
the essential character of the past.  The President and Mrs. Bush have given us a 
new vehicle to do that with the Preserve America program. 
 
When President Bush signed the Executive Order on Preserve America, he wanted 
to ensure that everyone, especially our children, will continue to explore and learn 
from historic treasures in our communities. 
 
The National Park Service is leading the President’s charge by working with the 2 
states and a 19-member commission to establish a new model for partnerships 
between federal and state agencies and local communities.  
 
As I stated earlier today, Preserve America is important to this Administration.  
Citizen-stewards in these communities have focused on once-forgotten buildings 
and neighborhoods and established a foundation for history to come. 
 
President Bush's FY 2005 budget proposes $10 million in grants to assist 
communities in preserving their cultural and natural resources. These grants would 
support community efforts to demonstrate sustainable uses of their historic and 
cultural sites and the economic and educational opportunities related to heritage 
tourism. 
 
Our country is blessed with historic architecture, landscapes and communities. 
Every one tells a story about the past and provides insight for the future. But to 
prepare for the future, we must remember our history. 
 



On this final stop of this wonderful day, I want to personally thank the numerous 
dedicated citizens who have made what the Blackstone River Valley Heritage 
Corridor what it is today and on behalf of Mrs. Laura Bush, congratulations to 
Preserve America’s newest communities designated today. 
 
 


